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Over the years, Pauline and I have sought the advice of financial advisers—

individuals who are skilled at helping people make financial decisions now 

that take into account future needs like college education and retirement. 

One thing wise financial advisers suggest, is to diversify whatever funds can 

be invested. Its not generally wise to put all of your eggs in one basket—

that would be taking the risk of losing everything.  

 

Well, that may be good financial advice, but it doesn’t work when it comes 

to spiritual matters. There is only one trustworthy hope to invest your faith 

in, and that is Christ. Yet there is one stipulation you have weigh out. Those 

who trust their future hope in Christ must make a 100% investment. Not 

30% or 60%. The only way to stake your hope in Christ is forsake all other 

offers, and put all your eggs in one basket—Christ alone—because there is 

one God, with one plan of salvation, through His only Son, Jesus! Like the man 

in Matt 13 who discovered a pearl of great price and spent everything he had to buy the field 

where the pearl was buried.  

 

If there’s a risk in following Christ, it’s this--The entire Christian faith and 

the whole essence of the believer’s hope hangs on one truth—the 

resurrection of Christ from the dead. If Christ indeed was raised, we have 

everything Christ promises—all of it! But if Christ was not raised, we lose 

everything we have hoped in. That’s the point of our passage today—

everything stands or falls on the resurrection.  

 

Last week in vs. 1-11, Paul established as first importance the basic truths of 

the gospel and the irrefutable fact of Christ’s resurrection as the foundation 

upon which he will build the doctrine of the believer’s resurrection. 

Ironically, some at Corinth believed the gospel that Christ was crucified, 

                                                           
1 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary: I Corinthians, pg. 408. 
2 The belief that God created the world via an evolutionary process. While some 

genuine believers affirm this think, I am convinced it doesn’t hold a drop of water, 

buried, and risen, yet were struggling to believe and even denying the hope 

of bodily resurrection for believers. To Paul’s astonishment he says, [vs. 12] 

 

You might wonder, how could the Corinthian believers deny such a basic 

doctrine like the believer’s resurrection? I think the answer is quite 

instructive. Greek philosophy (which the Corinthians loved) had this strong 

notion that the soul was immortal and intrinsically good, while the physical 

body was temporary and intrinsically evil. They believed the whole 

advantage of the afterlife was to escape the physical.1 So the idea of a 

resurrected body was repulsive to the Greeks. For example, in Acts 17 the 

men of Athens began to sneer at Paul when he preached the resurrection.  

 

So do you see what’s happening? Some disbelieved in the resurrection of 

believers because they had been persuasively influenced by the worldview 

and thinking of their secular culture. And the same temptation exists today 

to compromise doctrine in order to comply with popular cultural thinking. 

For example, some today deny the doctrine of Creation as the Bible 

presents it to avoid friction with the cultural teaching of evolution (ie. 

theistic evolution2). Others attempt to redefine sexual ethics under the pressure of 

political correctness. But the truth is that if we will align our lives with God, who 

is the judge of the living and the dead, we would be wise to make the Bible 

the starting point of our thinking rather than trying to make the Bible fit 

popular thinking. The Bible is not a book to merely be consulted, it is divine 

truth that is to renew our minds by transforming what we think and believe, 

and therefore how we live.  

 

Paul proceeds to give 7 examples of how the believer’s hope unravels when 

the doctrine of the resurrection is frayed with secular thinking.  

   

1. If the dead are not raised, then Christ Himself is not raised (vs. 13, 

16). 

theologically or scientifically. If you want to stand on the fault of a fatal earthquake, 

just try to line up biblical truth and secular thinking as equals! 



[vs. 13] Paul’s point here is that it is utterly inconsistent to preach 

the gospel that Christ died for our sins and rose again, if you cannot 

believe in the resurrection of the saints with Him. If you cannot 

affirm the concept of bodily resurrection, then you have a problem 

with the resurrection of Christ which our entire faith hangs on. But 

if Christ has indeed risen, then resurrection is not only possible, it is 

within the scope of God’s ways and reasonable to believe that God 

will one day resurrect those who are one with Christ.  

 

2. If Christ is not raised, the preaching of the gospel is vain (vs. 14).  

 

Second, if there is no resurrection, and Christ is not raised, then 

preaching the gospel is in vain [vs.14]. In other words, the gospel is 

not good news without the hope of resurrection. Without the 

resurrection, the gospel is reduced down to Christ’s death which 

leaves us short of eternal life. What would we stand to gain from a 

dead Savior? We preach Christ not just because of His death, but 

because He was raised up again to life! 

 

3. If Christ is not raised, the believer’s faith is worthless (vs. 14, 17). 

 

Third, if there is no resurrection and Christ is not raised, then the 

preaching of the gospel is vain and your faith therefore is worthless 

(14). If the good news you believe in is vain, then what value is your 

faith in that message? The quality of your faith is never greater than 

the object of your faith. Your faith is worth what you trust in.  

 

4. If Christ is not raised, the apostolic witness of the New Testament 

is false (vs. 15).  

 

Fourth, Paul says, if there is no resurrection and Christ is not raised, 

then Paul and the other apostles are false witnesses [vs. 15]. This 

has paramount significance, because it would mean that the entire 

NT was not only written by false witnesses, but also that the central 

premise of the NT (the gospel) is faulty. The gospel is of first 

importance because it is the root from which all other NT teaching 

grows. Without the resurrection, Christianity would be a sham! 

 

5. If Christ is not raised, believers are still under the guilt and 

condemnation of their sins (vs. 17). 

 

Fifth, if Christianity is a sham because Christ was not raised, then 

believers are still under the guilt and condemnation of their sin. [vs. 

17] The good news of the gospel in Rom 4 is that Christ was 

“delivered over [crucified] because of our transgressions, and was 

raised because of our justification. Therefore, having been justified 

by faith, we have peace with God” (4:25—5:1). In other words, His 

death was the payment for sin, and the resurrection certified that 

His death was sufficient to justify us, or to clear our record, before 

God. As a result, we are reconciled and at peace with God. But if 

Christ was not raised, then we are not justified, meaning we are not 

legally declared righteous before God on the basis of Christ’s death. 

As a result, we don’t have peace with God because the guilt of our 

sin condemns us.  

 

6. If Christ is not raised, those who died trusting in Christ have 

perished (vs. 18). 

 

Sixth, if the guilt of our sin condemns us because Christ has not 

been raised, then those who died hoping in Christ have perished 

(18). What a tragedy that would be. The very call of the gospel to 

you in Romans 10 is that “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved” (9-10). But If Christ is not risen, then He is not a 

living Lord to confess and believe in. Without the resurrection, 

death means an eternal state of perishing under God’s holy wrath.  

 

7. If Christ is not raised, believers are to be most pitied of all people 

(vs. 19).  

 



And so Paul concludes his argument in vs. 19 that without a true 

doctrine of the resurrection, we who have hoped in Christ are to be 

most pitied of all men. Because, the Christian life often means suffering 

now with the hope of reward in eternity. Just imagine Paul’s life without 

the resurrection. He spent his life on the gospel. He labored, was 

imprisoned, often in danger of death. Five times he received 39 lashes, 

was beaten with rods, stoned, shipwrecked 3 times; he was in danger of 

rivers, robbers, Jews, Gentiles; he spent sleepless nights in hunger and 

thirst, in cold and exposure (2 Cor 11:23-28). Just imagine living a life 

like that in hope of reward, only to receive wrath. What could be more 

pitiful than that.  

 

However, vs. 20 changes everything! “But now Christ has been raised from 

the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep” (20). Verse 20 reverses the 

conclusions that Paul was drawing in vs. 13-19 because the premise has 

changed. So now I have to start my sermon all over and correct the key 

points I’ve made from this passage. Because the power of what Paul is 

teaching is not just what is lost without resurrection, but what is not lost 

because Christ has been raised.  

 

1. Because Christ has been raised, we too will be raised with Him (vs. 

20, cf. 13)! 

 

In vs. 20 Paul says Christ was raised as the first fruits of those who 

are asleep. In the OT there was a festival of First Fruits in which they 

would bring the first harvested sheaf of grain to the Lord (Lev 

23:10). It was the first portion of an entire harvest. In the same way 

Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee that those who are one with 

Him will also be raised in the last day. Romans 8:11 expresses it this 

way: “If the Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, 

He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” So Christ’s 

resurrection guarantees the resurrection of all whose who one with 

Him by faith.  

 

2. Because Christ is raised, the preaching of the gospel is vain 

infinitely good news (vs. 14, 20). 

 

The good news is that through Christ your sins can be forgiven and 

you can receive new life in Christ—eternal life. Christ is alive and 

reigning, therefore the gospel is not vain but effective because the 

One we trust in is alive having conquered death. The resurrection of 

Christ verifies that the message we preach is true.  

 

3. Because Christ is raised, our faith is worthless well-grounded (vs. 

14, 17, 20). 

 

If the resurrection validates that the gospel message is true, then 

our faith in that message is authenticated. Its reasonable to trust in 

a Savior who has indeed been raised from the dead and conquered 

sin and death.  

 

4. Because Christ is raised, the apostolic witness of the New 

Testament is false authenticated (vs. 15, 20).  

 

Not only is the gospel message itself authenticated by the 

resurrection, but all that the apostles wrote in the NT carries 

authority because it is not their own invention but handed down to 

them by the living Lord Himself.  

 

5. Because Christ is raised, believers are still under set free from the 

guilt and condemnation of their sin (vs. 17, 20).  

 

Rom 5:8-9 says, “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, 

having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the 

wrath of God through Him.” This is why Romans 8:1-2 says “there is 

therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 

the law of sin and death.”  

 



Those who are one with Christ by faith, are no longer in their sins 

and therefore no longer under the guilt and condemnation of their 

sins because the resurrection of Christ certifies that our sins have 

been entirely cleared and our status before God changed from 

guilty to forgiven! 

 

6. Because Christ is raised, those who died trusting Christ have 

perished are alive in the presence of the risen Lord (vs. 18, 20).  

 

Why is it so important that we affirm a bodily resurrection? Because 

a bodily resurrection completely reverses the curse of sin. Here’s 

why. Sin results in death, and death (as the last enemy) causes a 

separation between between the spirit and the body. That means 

that the curse of sin, which is death, will not be utterly reversed 

apart from a reuniting of our spirit to an incorruptible body.  

 

Because Christ was raised, those who have died hoping in Christ 

have not perished but are with the Lord awaiting their resurrected 

bodies. The resurrection demonstrates the triumph of Christ in the 

fullest sense by completely undoing the deepest effects of sin.  

 

7. Because Christ is raised, believers are to be most pitied joyful of all 

people! (vs. 19-20) 

 

The sure hope of our future resurrection to eternal joy and bliss in 

the presence of the Lord is what has motivated generations of 

believers to endure thousands of earthly losses and self-denials and 

sacrifices and dangers and risks for the sake of the gospel.3 So the 

world needs not pity us when we are persecuted and marginalized 

for the sake of Christ, because “momentary, light affliction is 

producing for us an eternal weight of glory”—reward “far beyond all 

comparison” (2 Cor 4:17).  
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15:12-20); www.desiringgod.org.  

When Jim Elliot and the other 4 missionaries to the Auca Indians 

were martyred at the prime of their life, newspapers around the 

world exclaimed, what a tragedy, what a waste! Yet Jim Elliot 

himself had said, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to 

gain what he can never lose.” In other words, don’t pity me, my 

reward will be great in the resurrection!  

 

What about you? Are you only living for temporary things that won’t last 

beyond this life? Or are you living as though this life is merely a prelude to 

the next. Are you still in your sins, or have you been born again to new life 

through faith in Christ? All of eternity hangs on what you do with Jesus. It 

doesn’t hang on being a religious person or living a good life. He hangs on a 

personal encounter with Christ that changes you.  

 

Romans 10:9-10 states it very clearly: “If you confess with your mouth Jesus 

as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 

shall be saved. For with the heart a person believes, resulting in 

righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.” 

 

Do you see that without trusting in Christ, your sin continually condemns 

you before God? 

Do you see that without trusting in Christ, you cannot be forgiven and 

cleansed from your sin? 

Do you see that if you turn to Jesus as Lord, all the benefits of His death and 

resurrection are yours—forgiveness of sin, reconciliation to God as Father, 

eternal life…?  

 

John 3:16, 36 – “For God so loved the world, that He have His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life….He 

who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son 

will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  

 



[Prayer] 

 

As we celebrate the Lord’s table this morning, all are welcome to partake 

who are who publicly confess Jesus as Lord and sincerely believe that God 

has raised Him from the death as the only means by which you are saved 

from your sin and reconciled to God.  

 

Communion: 

 

 Bread: Isaiah 53:4-6 

 Cup: John 5:24-25 

 

*Announce need for Awana leaders 


